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Licence 

for the use 
of the BIM reference model  

 
 

Licensor: 

Federal Chamber of Architects and Chartered Engineering Consultants  

(Bundeskammer der Ziviltechniker:innen – BKZT) , Karlsgasse 9/2, 1040 Vienna 

represented by President Arch. Dipl.-Ing. Daniel Fügenschuh 

(hereinafter: BKZT), 

1. Preamble 
 
The Building Information Modelling (BIM) reference model (hereinafter: model) is a high-
level standard of a digital 3D building model for demonstration, research and training 
purposes, which was essentially created taking into account software-specific 
requirements.  

By exercising the Licensed Rights (as defined below), you agree to be legally bound by 
the terms of this Licence. Insofar as these Licence Terms are to be regarded as a licence 
agreement, BKZT grants the Licensed Rights in return for your acceptance of the Licence 
Terms. 

2. Object of use 
 
As stated in the preamble, BKZT provides the model as an open-source file for download 
free of charge. The scope depends on the degree of completion of the work at the time 
of download. 
 

3. Intellectual Property Rights / Copyright 
 
The copyright to the model lies with the author. However, BKZT has a comprehensive 
right to use the model. All rights to the model remain with BKZT.  
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4. Granting of licence 

 
BKZT grants you the non-exclusive right to use the Building Information Modelling (BIM) 
reference model exclusively for the following purposes, for an unlimited period of time and 
territorially unrestricted:  
 
The model may only be used, reproduced, and passed on for demonstration, research 
and training purposes. 
 
Editing of the model prior to reproduction or distribution (in particular by providers of 
common architecture and planning software) is only permitted for demonstration, 
research and training purposes. In this case, editing is only permitted in the context of 
model extensions (e.g., integral planning or variant planning, viewer model, building 
services model, reinforcement planning), but not in the form of changes to the 
architecture or basic structure of the work.  

BKZT acquires the exclusive, temporally, territorially and content-wise unrestricted right 
to use any future model extensions in the above sense and reserves the right to make 
the model with the acquired model extensions available as an open- source file under 
the same licence conditions for demonstration, research and training purposes. 
 
The model may not be reproduced, redistributed, or used or modified in any way not 
expressly stated in this licence. 
 

5. Licence conditions 

The exercise of the rights granted under point 4. is expressly subject to the following 
conditions: 

− Attribution and copyright notice 

The licence transfer must be clearly indicated to the user in the context of each transfer 
of the model, naming the author and BKZT (e.g., © Arch. DI Siegfried 
Diesenberger/Bundeskammer der Ziviltechniker:innen) must be clearly recognisable.  

− Reference in an appropriate place to the present licence conditions, stating the 
following disclaimer: 

 
"The BIM reference model of the Federal Chamber of Architects and Chartered 
Engineering Consultants is made available to the general public under certain conditions 
exclusively for demonstration purposes and as a training and research document. The 
Federal Chamber and Arch. DI Siegfried Diesenberger do not assume any warranty 
regarding the functionality or suitability of the BIM reference model for a specific 
purpose. The Federal Chamber and Arch. DI Siegfried Diesenberger are not liable for any 
damage caused by the use of the model. In particular, the Federal Chamber and Arch. 
DI Siegfried Diesenberger accept no liability for planning services carried out using the 
model. In the event of improper use of the model provided, the user shall indemnify and 
hold the Federal Chamber and Arch. DI Siegfried Diesenberger harmless against third 
parties. 
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The model may not be reproduced, redistributed or used or modified in any other way 
that is not expressly stipulated in the licence conditions" 
 

− Hyperlink or URL to the work and an indication (e.g., in a modification file) of 
whether and how the work has been modified. 

 
The modified model must therefore be distributed under the same licence conditions. 
No additional or different conditions may be offered, or technical measures applied if 
this restricts the exercise of the rights to the adapted work. 
 

6. Remuneration 
 
The exercise of the licenced rights granted in point 4. is free of charge. 
 
In the event of any other use, BKZT expressly reserves the right to demand appropriate 
remuneration, in particular if the model is used for purposes contrary to the contract. 
 

7. Term and termination 
 
The licence is valid until the expiry of the copyright protection period. Your rights under 
this licence expire automatically if the conditions for granting the licence are no longer 
met or if the conditions of this licence are not complied with.  
 
BKZT reserves the right to offer the model under other conditions or to discontinue the 
distribution of the model at any time; this does not invalidate this licence.  
 
The contract can be cancelled in writing at the end of each month subject to a notice 
period of 6 months. 
  

8. Warranty/liability 
 
The model is made available exclusively for demonstration, research and training 
purposes to the extent available at the time of download, whereby BKZT and the author 
do not assume any warranty with regard to functionality or suitability for a specific 
purpose. BKZT and the author shall not be liable for any damages resulting from the use 
of the model. In particular, BKZT and the author accept no liability for planning services 
carried out using the model. 
 
In the event of improper use of the model provided, you shall indemnify and hold 
harmless BKZT and the author against third parties. 
 

9. Final provisions 
 
Amendments and supplements to this agreement must be made in writing. Should any 
provision of this agreement be or become invalid, the validity of the remaining provisions 
shall remain unaffected. The contracting parties undertake to replace ineffective 
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provisions immediately with new effective provisions that come as close as possible to 
the original purpose of the contract. 
 

10.  Place of jurisdiction / applicable law 
 
All disputes arising out of or in connection with this licence shall be settled exclusively 
by the competent court for A-1010 Vienna, depending on the amount in dispute.  
 
This licence shall be governed exclusively by Austrian substantive law to the exclusion 
of the conflict of laws rules of Austrian private international law and to the exclusion of 
the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods. 
 
 
 
  
 


